
Sunday Baseball Tidbits newsletter – interesting and random stuff, 

fodder for bar bets. 

 

3.26.2023 

 

Good morning baseball fans, 

 

It starts for real this week. In this morning’s edition--WBC notes, more on rules changes, a 

backup catcher’s favorite pitchers, rules changes’ impact on betting, how many feet between 

bases? Grab a coffee and enjoy. 

 

THIS WEEK’S TRIVIA CHALLENGE 

 

I won the 2002 American League Cy Young. 
I was a 3x All-Star. 
In 2002 I led the AL in wins with 23, in 2008 I led the NL in losses with 17. 
I threw left-handed. 
I pitched 8 seasons with my AL team, 7 seasons with my NL team. 
I won 165 games, threw 2576 innings and struck out 1885. 
I went 6-3 with a 2.83 ERA in 9 post-season series. I won more post season games for my AL 
team but I went 1-0 for my NL team in my only World Series in 2012. 
Who am I? 
 
 
 
Three pitchers, all in the Divisional Era (since 1969) have made Opening Day starts for five 
different teams. The teams they started for are below. Team he pitched the most games for in 
bold. Two are Hall of Famers, the third was 1997 World Series MVP. All are right-handed. Name 
then. 
 
Twins, Rangers, Pirates, Indians, Angels 
 
Giants, Indians, Rangers, Padres, Mariners 
 
Marlins, Giants, Expos, Twins, Nationals  
 

 



Since 1950 7 pitchers have won 26 or more games in a season. (one did it twice) 

1952 28-7 with 3 shutouts, 30 complete games, National League right hander. 

1956 27-7 also won NL MVP. Right-hander. 

1965 26-8, 8 shutouts, 382 strikeouts, 27 complete games, Cy Young 

AND 

1966 27-9, 27 complete games, Cy Young, NL left-hander. 

1968 31-6, Cy Young and AL MVP, right-hander. 280 complete games, 280 strikeouts, AL right-

hander. 

1968 26-9, 30 complete games, NL right-hander 

1972 27-10, 1.97 era, 30 complete games, Cy Young, NL left-hander 

1990 27-6, pitched in the World Series against the Reds, AL right-hander 

 

(answers at bottom) 

 

MISCELLANEOUS STUFF 

For the last Cardinals outfielder to win NL Rookie of the Year you have to go back almost 40 
years--Vince Coleman (1985). Other St. Louis winners include Albert Pujols (2001 as a 3B), relief 
pitcher Todd Worrell in 1986, OF Bake McBride in 1974, then all the way back to the 50’s for 
Bill Virdon (OF 1955) and Wally Moon (OF 1954). 
 
 
Looking over MLB.com’s ranking of minor league systems (Yankees 13th) which has the Orioles 
first including 8 prospects in the top 100. Rankings are based on long-term Major League value, 
including factors such as potential impact talent, depth, proximity to the big leagues and 
balance between position players and pitchers as well as ceilings and floors. 
 
Orioles system delivered Adley Rutschman who was AL Rookie of the Year runner-up last year 
and new No. 1 overall prospect SS/3B Gunnar Henderson who was called up for a cup of coffee 
late last year. The Orioles improved 33 games from 2021 to 2022. If ownership had invested 
this off season they might have been contenders, even in the tough AL east. 
 
 
 
The Dodgers had an all-switch-hitting infield of the 1960s.  1B Wes Parker, 2B Jim Lefebvre, SS 
Maury Wills, 3B Jim Gilliam.  



 
 
Former Red Sox president Larry Lucchino is now is chairman of the Worcester Red Sox, the Triple-A 
affiliate of the Boston Red Sox; chairman of The Jimmy Fund, the philanthropic arm of the Dana–Farber 
Cancer Institute; and president/CEO emeritus of Fenway Sports Group, the parent company of the 

Boston Red Sox and Liverpool F.C.  Lucchino was a sophomore bench player when Princeton made 
it to the NCAA Basketball Final Four with Bill Bradley in 1965. 
 
 
This surprised me-- Over the last four complete seasons, 14 teams have won at least 100 
games. 
 
 
WBZ radio legend Jonny Miller will be attending his 65th Red Sox home opener March 30. 
 
 
Eliminating infield shifts most likely help lefty hitters that hit hard ground balls to the pull side. 
So, who hit the most hard (90+ mph exit velocity) ground balls and line drives (zero to ten 
degrees launch angle) to the pull side last year? Last year’s top three hit 28 balls that met the 
criteria—Corey Seager of the Rangers, Charlie Blackmon of the Rockies and Freddie Freeman 
of the Dodgers. 
 
 
Joe Pepitone and John Lennon were both born on Oct. 9, 1940. That’s almost as good as Nomar 
Garciaparra and Monica Lewinsky both being born in California on July 23, 1973. 
 
 
As a group, Reds youngsters Hunter Greene, Nick Lodolo and Graham Ashcraft averaged 97.4 
mph on the fastball last year. All are 24 or younger. 

This century, there have been four teams with three starters under 25 that each had at least 2.5 
Wins Above Replacement (about a top-50 starter in the league most years): 

• The Giants in 2008 with Tim Lincecum, Matt Cain and Jonathan Sanchez 
• The Marlins in 2006 with Dontrelle Willis, Josh Johnson and Scott Olsen 
• The Marlins in 2003 with Josh Beckett, Dontrelle Willis and Brad Penny 
• The Athletics in 2001 with Mark Mulder, Tim Hudson and Barry Zito 

 

Legalized sports betting is operational in 33 states and the District of Columbia, with three 
other states preparing to launch. The list includes Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
and Rhode Island. 

https://theathletic.com/mlb/team/reds/
https://theathletic.com/mlb/player/hunter-greene-GZz9FkWurXPblw9x/
https://theathletic.com/mlb/player/nick-lodolo-TMlhOWhPwmafmpa0/
https://theathletic.com/mlb/player/graham-ashcraft-ZVbnBdomfzo2RA9E/


Seventeen of the 30 major league teams play where sports gambling is legal.  

 
 

Hall of Fame voting is an honor. What were writers thinking of by not casting a vote for players 

like Ken Griffey Jr. (three votes shy of unanimous election), Cal Ripken Jr. (eight votes shy)? 

Dodgers beat writer Ken Gurnick kept Greg Maddux from being unanimous. Maddux won 355 

games, four Cy Young Awards, 17 straight seasons with 15 or more wins, 18 Gold Gloves, 

eighth-best victory total of all-time, and his innings pitched total of 5,008.1 ranks 13th. 

 

 

It will be fun to see Julio Rodriguez’s second season in Seattle. Some rookie year highlights— 

First-ever 25–25 debut season 

Fastest sprint speed among center fielders. 

Eighty-one bombs in Home Run Derby. 

At 21, youngest first-year AL All-Star outfielder since Joe DiMaggio. 

He and Mike Trout (2016) are the only center fielders ever to steal 25 bases while weighing at 

least 225 pounds. (Rodriguez is 6' 3" and 228 pounds, Trout is 6’2”, 235). 

Rodríguez had an average sprint speed of 29.8 feet per second last season, best among all 

center fielders with at least 100 timed runs. His bat speed topped 80 mph at age 17 when the 

average MLB hitter swings at 70 mph. 

Rodríguez played only 217 minor league games, just 46 of them higher than Class A, before posting the 

highest wins above replacement by any center fielder in his major league debut season (6.2). 

After the home run derby (after only 108 big league games) Seattle signed Rodríguez to a contract 

that guarantees him $209.3 million over 12 years and, including options and incentives, could 

be worth $469.3 million over 17 years. 

 

Why is MLB focused on improving the product? Since 2007, the game’s attendance apex, to last 

season, baseball has lost 14.9 million ticket buyers in the regular season and 5.3 million World Series 

viewers. From 2007 to ’22, the average game grew 12 minutes longer with 5.5 fewer balls put into play. 

Shifts worked so well at sucking hits out of the game that their use nearly tripled in just three years, 

from 12% in 2017 to 35% in ’20, including more than half the time against a left-handed batter. From 

2007 to last season, the information-based style removed 5,302 hits, 623 stolen base attempts and 25 



batting average points from the game. Strikeouts went up by 8,623. The ’18 season marked the first 

time in baseball history strikeouts outnumbered hits. It has remained that way ever since. 

 

 

Interesting scheduling twist for the Red Sox-- only four of the first 26 games are against teams that 

made the playoffs last season. 

 

None of Casey Stengel’s teams — and there were nine of them — ever finished higher than 

fifth before he joined the New York Yankees. 

Then he went to the Yankees, and in 12 years, won 10 pennants and seven World Series. 

Then he went to the Mets, and finished dead last in each of his 3 1/2 seasons. 

 

Think pitching has changed from starter dominance to bullpen dominance? In 2022, only eight 

pitchers surpassed 200 innings, which was long considered the benchmark for a useful season 

for a starter. In 2012, 31 pitchers met that standard. In 2002, the number was 42. 

 

Bob Uecker on catching Phil Neikro in 1967-- Uecker had 25 passed balls and failed to block 31 

wild pitches. “The way to catch a knuckleball,” he would say, “is to wait for it to stop rolling and 

then pick it up.” 

Neikro led the majors in games started 1967-1980—44 starts in 1979. 

 

The Brewers have not, in recent years, been run like the Pirates or Rays. While playing in 

the smallest city in MLB, the Brewers’ payrolls have generally ranked in the top 20. They made 

the playoffs four straight years before falling short in last season’s final days. Since the start of 

2018, the Brewers have the sixth-best record in baseball, third-best in the NL. The Brewers have 

been competitive for six straight years, they have lost 90 games just once in 18 seasons and 

https://www.sportsmediawatch.com/nba-market-size-nfl-mlb-nhl-nielsen-ratings/
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/compensation/cots/national-league-central/milwaukee-brewers/


they have not finished last since 2004 -- the last season under the Selig family. They have, like 

the Mariners, never tanked.  

 

Jose Altuve’s streak of 11 opening day starts for the Astros will come to an end with his hand 

injury. 

 

The Red Sox spent big bucks on Japanese outfielder Masataka Yoshida who looked good in the 
WBC.  But he will be under pressure.  

Two interesting points from the Globe: 

Baseball writers from Japan believe Yoshida will need time to adjust to playing outdoors and 
playing on grass after spending his career in Japan’s domed ballparks. 

A good comparison might be Hideki Matsui hit .258 with a .669 OPS and three home runs in his 
first two months with the Yankees in 2003. He hit .305 with an .855 OPS and 17 home runs the 
rest of the way and mashed in the postseason, helping the Yankees reach the World Series. 

 

According to Forbes, the Yankees are worth $7.1 billion, with the Dodgers ($4.8 billion) and Red 
Sox ($4.5 billion) rounding out the top three. The magazine also reported the Sox made a profit 
of $71.6 million last season. 

 

For $249 — a mere $3.07 a game — you can purchase a season ticket for the Rays. The Ballpark 
Pass provides access to Tropicana Field’s standing-room areas but not a seat. I’m guessing they 
hope these folks buy a few beers. 

 

Talk about the Haves and the Have-Nots--Yankee fans might remember Rob Refsnyder.  
Refsnyder got 342 at bats over three seasons as bench player in New York. Refsnyder is 32. 
Over 7 seasons he has bounced through Tampa, Toronto, Texas and Minnesota. The Red Sox 
outfielder had an .881 OPS over 57 games last season, which led to a one-year, $1.2 million 
contract. It was his first guaranteed deal since making his major league debut in 2015. 



 

Luis Severino is the latest Yankee pitcher to be hit with an injury, this time with another lat 
strain, and is expected to start the season on the IL. He would join fellow starters Carlos Rodón 
and Frankie Montas on the list, which also includes relievers Lou Trivino, Tommy Kahnle and 
Scott Effross. Money can’t buy you health. 

 

With Opening Day mere days away, Cardinals flamethrower Jordan Hicks appears to be more 
than ready. 

On Saturday night against the Mets, Hicks threw a 104.6 mph sinker. That is the fastest tracked 
pitch (regular season, playoffs or Spring Training) since … Hicks threw 105 mph twice in May 
2018. 

 

IN HONOR OF OPENING DAY, PITCHERS WITH THE MOST OPENING DAY STARTS 

1 Tom Seaver (16 starts) 

2-tie) Steve Carlton (14 starts) 

2-tie) Randy Johnson (14 starts) 

2-tie) Walter Johnson (14 starts) 

2-tie) Jack Morris (14 starts) 

6-tie) Roger Clemens (13 starts) 

6-tie) Robin Roberts (13 starts) 

8-tie) Justin Verlander (12 starts) 

8-tie) Grover Cleveland Alexander (12 starts) 

8-tie) Bert Blyleven (12 starts) 

11-tie) Félix Hernández (11 starts) 

11-tie) CC Sabathia (11 starts) 

11-tie) Fergie Jenkins (11 starts) 

https://links.e1.theathletic.com/a/click?_t=1d75fd3a730a463c8648bd84293b832a&_m=e631c63e8bee40f1a6ca94d2618a1c36&_e=zi8UJpU85io2-0VPhY8YGkPMDXQS0t2_A6W1BFn8nkEsF3Bh2VEN8c050JCWnWEolhMg0r2kH2sI1csoM0-W_ThleWXwAG1xo6vXJNluproVWZoJv2tobm-DLsxHT2AB0K7jgfw7nL67Q8qmuopbuQ3HSPtT6VjtcpxQ0jcU_h2ntQgGZ8ehEvhQT3x7iJqlbYc_fiUtZFYVInW9Dz7cema6EM9quv2yhpd2SbLfmo-e5dyuY-Hmqc7slBjSQiaO8Qgt2828B9z51j0vZ4mTF-Lx8crBE1ajrsMclPNZOUcnO4pTEcC3mWFliAALilpS
https://www.mlb.com/player/jordan-hicks-663855


11-tie) Dennis Martinez (11 starts) 

 

FROM BASEBALL-ALMANAC.COM 

The 1991 Toronto Blue Jays were the first team in baseball history to draw a 4 million in 
attendance (4,002,527). Since then the following teams, in order by year joined, have joined the 
"4 million in attendance club": 1992 Toronto Blue Jays (4,028,318); 1993 Colorado Rockies 
(4,483,350) & 1993 Toronto Blue Jays (4,057,947); 2005 New York Yankees (4,090,696); 2006 
New York Yankees (4,248,067); 2007 New York Yankees (4,271,867); 2008 New York Mets 
(4,042,045) & 2008 New York Yankees (4,298,655). 

The largest attendance at a World Series game was 92,706 set during Game 5 of the 1959 
World Series in the LA Coliseum. The largest attendance at an All-Star Game was 72,086 set 
during the 1981 All-Star Game at Cleveland Stadium. The largest attendance during an Opening 
Day game was 80,277 set by the Colorado Rockies on April 9, 1993. 

 

 

BIG SWINGERS 

In 1936, Jimmie Foxx struck out 119 times. That was not quite the American League record — a 

couple of Deadball Era guys had struck out more — but it was close, and, for our purposes, it 

was a breakthrough season, because it was the first time a player struck out 100 times and hit 

40 home runs in the same season.  

That was the start of something. 

Babe Ruth was the first guy, I think, to combine homers and strikeouts as a hitting strategy — 

Ruth led the league in strikeouts five times — but the Babe never struck out 100 times in a 

season, and only once struck out 90 times. Whiffing 100 times was just not something that you 

did. Through 1930, only eight players struck out 100 times in a season.  

Foxx broke the mold in ’36 with 41 homers and 119 Ks. 

The next year, Hank Greenberg hit 40 homers and struck out 101 times. 

It took almost two more decades before the next guy did it:  

https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=1991&t=TOR
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=1992&t=TOR
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=1993&t=COL
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=1993&t=TOR
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=2005&t=NYA
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=2006&t=NYA
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=2006&t=NYA
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=2007&t=NYA
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=2008&t=NYN
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teamstats/roster.php?y=2008&t=NYA
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/ws/wsmenu.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/box-scores/boxscore.php?boxid=195910060LAN
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/ws/yr1959ws.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/ws/yr1959ws.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/asgbox/all-star-game-attendance.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/asgbox/yr1981as.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/opening_day/opening_day.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/opening_day/opening_day.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/teams/rock.shtml
https://www.baseball-almanac.com/box-scores/boxscore.php?boxid=199304090COL


All nine players who hit 40 home runs this decade so far have struck out at least 100 times. 

Here, by decade, is the percentage of players who struck out 100 times when they hit 40 home 

runs: 

1930s: 11% (2 for 18) 

1940s: 0% (0 for 9) 

1950s: 15% (5 for 34) 

1960s: 38% (13 for 34) 

1970s: 65% (13 for 20) 

1980s: 77% (10 for 13) 

1990s: 60% (43 for 72) 

2000s: 75% (65 for 87) 

2010s: 85% (41 for 48) 

2020s: 100% (9 for 9) 

 

HALL OF FAME PTCHERS 

In 1947, Lefty Grove became the first pitcher voted into the Baseball Hall of Fame with a career 

3.00+ ERA.  

Ed Walsh: 1.82 ERA 

Christy Mathewson: 2.13 ERA 

Rube Waddell: 2.16 ERA 

Walter Johnson: 2.17 ERA 



Babe Ruth: 2.28 ERA 

Eddie Plank: 2.35 ERA 

Pete Alexander: 2.56 ERA 

Cy Young: 2.63 ERA 

Iron Joe McGinnity: 2.66 ERA 

Jack Chesbro: 2.68 ERA 

Carl Hubbell: 2.98 ERA 

Lefty Grove: 3.06 ERA 

The thing about this that is wild is Grove led the league in ERA eight times, way more than 

anyone on the above list, more than Walter Johnson and Cy Young combined, more than 

Alexander and Walsh combined. Grove’s statistical dominance was obscured by the fact that he 

played in a crazy offensive era (Grove pitched 1925-1941, 9 years for the Philadelphia A’s and 8 

years for Boston Red Sox). In five of his league-leading seasons, he was the only pitcher in the 

league with a sub-3.00 ERA, and in another season he led the league with a 3.08 ERA.  

 

RANKING STARTING PITCHERS 

Because I love lists…The Athletic surveyed a collection of 20 executives, analysts and scouts to 

determine the best of the best. For each player, the panelist provided a scouting grade, from a 

No. 1 pitcher to a No. 5. 5 points for a top ranking, down through 1 point for “just a guy”. Tier 1 

(100) — The Inner Circle: The unanimous No. 1s. 

Tier 2 (99.5 to 90) — Aces: The pitchers you can trust all regular season and again in October. 

Tier 3 (89.5 to 80) — The Pool of Applicants: The men who might one day call themselves aces. 

The results did not have many surprises. 



Tier 1 (100) — The Inner Circle 

Justin Verlander, RHP, New York Mets 

Tier 2 (99.5 — 90) — Aces 

Corbin Burnes, RHP, Milwaukee Brewers 

Gerrit Cole, RHP, New York Yankees 

Sandy Alcantara, RHP, Miami Marlins 

Max Scherzer, RHP, New York Mets 

Shohei Ohtani, RHP, Los Angeles Angels 

Jacob deGrom, RHP, Texas Rangers 

Aaron Nola, RHP, Philadelphia Phillies 

Tier 3 (89.5 to 80) — The Pool of Applicants 

 

Zack Wheeler, RHP, Philadelphia Phillies 

Spencer Strider, RHP, Atlanta Braves 

Max Fried, LHP, Atlanta Braves 

Shane McClanahan, LHP, Tampa Bay Rays 

Brandon Woodruff, RHP, Milwaukee Brewers 

Luis Castillo, RHP, Seattle Mariners 

Carlos Rodón, LHP, New York Yankees 

Julio Urías, LHP, Los Angeles Dodgers 

https://theathletic.com/mlb/player/justin-verlander-oSSR8tLIfacQiNPd/
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Zac Gallen, RHP, Arizona Diamondbacks 

Next tier down of number 2 and 3 starters included Shane Bieber of the Guardians, Dylan 

Cease of the White Sox, Clayton Kershaw of the Dodgers, Alek Manoah of the Blue Jays, Yu 

Darvish of the Padres, Kevin Gausman of the Blue Jays and Framber Valdez of the Astros. 

 

RULES UPDATES 
 
Pitch-timer violations are not reviewable by replay. 
 

Tie game. Ninth inning. Slow-working reliever on the mound. Clock is ticking. Pitcher starts his 
delivery a fraction of a second after the pitch clock hits zero. The umpire calls a violation, but 
the reliever throws the pitch anyway. The guy at the plate smokes it into the second deck for 
what looks like a game-winning homer. But wait … 

Once the pitcher has been called for a clock violation, nothing that happens afterward counts. 
So that game-winning home run? It never happened.  

But the logic here makes sense. Suppose a pitcher realizes he had a violation and just lobs one 
up there at 38 mph because he’d already started his motion — and a hitter pounds that half-
hearted pitch for a home run? 
 
Umpires can stop the clock for shoe-tying, or PitchCom glitches, or if the catcher is running the 
bases at the end of an inning. But on stuff like hitters not getting into the box on time and 
pitchers starting their delivery before the clock strikes zero? Barring some other extenuating 
circumstances, leniency is not an option 
 

With the pitch clock now part of the game, (do) the 20 seconds teams were given to 
determine if they wanted to ask for a review become obsolete? 

The short answer is, teams now have to decide whether to challenge within the parameters of 
the pitch clock. So no more stalling for a minute while the people in the replay room get 12 
looks. Those decisions will need to be pretty much instantaneous — or within 15 seconds 
anyway. 

First and third. The pitcher comes set. There have been two disengagements. Runner on first 
takes off and infielders yell, “Step off, step off!” The pitcher disengages and runs straight at 
the runner, as he should. Runner on third breaks for home. The pitcher hears, “Four! Four!” 

https://theathletic.com/mlb/player/zac-gallen-kDUk6gsasxoxnaVf/
https://theathletic.com/mlb/team/diamondbacks/


So he wheels and throws home. A rundown ensues and the runner from first races for third, 
as he should. An error in the rundown allows the runner from third to score. No out has been 
recorded on a third disengagement. By (new) rule, a “balk” is called. Does the runner now at 
third (who began this play on first base) return to second base? Is it a “balk” or not? 

The answer is, if that runner advances, there is no balk, and the result of the play overrides the 
balk call.  

Does the two-pickoff-attempts limit reset with each new batter?  

It does. And unlike the version of the clock used in the minor leagues last year, it also resets 
every time a runner advances to another base. MLB agreed to adjust that rule. And talking to 
players who played in the minor leagues last year, I understand why. 

Without the pickoff limit resetting, there was pretty much no way to control the running game 
once a pitcher used up two disengagements. So if a guy could run, every single had a chance to 
be a triple. And in the big leagues, you should have to earn every 90 feet. 

Major League Baseball has clarified its new rules to allow umpires to delay the start of the pitch 
clock after big swings in which a hitter loses footing or when a pitcher covers first base, third, or 
home, in addition to other clarifications announced Wednesday. 

The commissioner’s office said in its memo that if a catcher ends an inning on base, at bat, or 
on deck, an umpire may determine the catcher needs additional time and allow the pitcher 
another warmup throw and the catcher to throw to second base. 

The MLB also said whether a defensive team violated the new shift restrictions will be subject 
to a video review only involving the first player to touch a ball after a pitch. 

The league also said that after a batter uses his one allowed timeout during a plate appearance, 
the clock shall start when the hitter indicates he is ready in addition to the previous 
specification when he returned to the batter’s box. 

The clarifications ahead of March 30 openers were contained in a four-page memo sent by MLB 
senior vice president Michael Hill to managers, general managers and assistant general 
managers, a copy of which was obtained by The Associated Press. 

Baseball’s 11-man competition committee, established in the labor agreement last March, 
adopted the pitch clock and shift limits last September over the opposition of the four players 
on the panel. MLB set the pitch clock at 15 seconds with no runners and 20 seconds with 
runners. 



The average time of spring training games through Monday was down 25 minutes to 2 hours, 
36 minutes. Violations per game were 1.03 during the past week, down from 2.03 during spring 
training's first week, according to the memo. 

Teams were told bat boys and girls in the visiting dugout will meet with the visiting club before 
each series to discuss the player preferences. MLB said it will monitor the bat boys and girls to 
determine whether they contribute to noncompliance with the pace of game procedures. 

 
“Bat boys and girls are to meet with the visiting team before each series to discuss 
equipment preferences and MLB will monitor ‘the performance’ of bat boys and girls 
throughout the season. The league might ask for a bat boy or girl to be replaced if they’re 
contributing to game delays.” 

 
What? Why? Are we going to have quarterly reviews for the kids? Performance improvement 
plans? “Hey kiddo, you brought the bat back to the dugout in six seconds instead of four. You’re 
fired.” Will the “job” listing for bat boy/girl say it’s a “fast-paced environment?” I can’t get over 
this.  

There is a caveat that if a kid “requires additional time” to get off the field, the umpire will 
waive any game-pace penalties, which is fine. Can’t we just do that every time? With the new 
rules, we’re already gaining plenty of precious seconds. If a child gets fired, time to riot. 
 

 

DUSTY BAKER NOTES 

According to Baseball Reference, he played with (and for) 325 different players in his 19 big-

league seasons — seven of them Hall of Famers. (Hank Aaron, Joe Torre, Phil Niekro, Don 

Sutton, Frank Robinson, Tommy Lasorda, Eddie Mathews).  

In 1977 Baker really changed the game. After hitting his 30th and final home run of the year, 
Baker crossed home plate where he was greeted by the outstretched hand of Glenn Burke, 
who was in the on-deck circle. 

Baker was in the on-deck circle when Henry Aaron passed Babe Ruth with his 715th home run 
on April 8, 1974, becoming baseball's new Home Run King. 

Besides Hall of Famers Baker played with some great teammates: 

Chili Davis, Jose Canseco, Mark McGwire, Tito Francona, Phil Niekro, Felipe Alou, Davey 
Johnson, Steve Garvey, Davey Lopes, Steve Yeager, Ron Cey, Bill Buckner, Manny Mota, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjqYThEVoSQ&t=78s


Tommy John, Rick Sutcliffe, Rick Monday, Boog Powell (I had no recollection Powell played his 
final season for the Dodgers), Mike Scioscia, Fernando Valenzuela, Dave Kingman. 

Before his championship run in Houston, Baker managed some pretty good players too: 

Ken Griffey Jr., Scott Rolen, Joey Votto, Sammy Sosa, Kerry Wood, Nomar Garciaparra, Greg 

Maddux, Bryce Harper, Ryan Zimmerman, Anthony Rendon, Trea Turner, Max Scherzer, Barry 

Bonds, Will Clark, Matt Williams, Darryl Strawberry, Deion Sanders, Kenny Lofton, J.T. Snow, 

Jeff Kent. 

 

 

WBC NOTES 

The Boston Globe’s Peter Abraham summarized it: 

Did the best moment of this season already happen? 

It’s hard to imagine baseball will have a more compelling at-bat over the next seven months 
than the showdown between Shohei Ohtani and Mike Trout with two outs in the ninth inning of 
the championship game of the World Baseball Classic on Tuesday night in Miami. 

With Japan leading Team USA by a run, Ohtani struck out Trout on six pitches, the final one a 
slider that started over the middle of the plate and darted to the outside corner. Ohtani flung his 
glove in joy when Trout swung and missed. 

 

I hope you saw the final and some of the games – it was fun stuff. 

 

The World Baseball Classic’s storybook ending averaged 4.5 million viewers, Fox Sports 

announced yesterday, a staggering 69 percent increase from 2017’s WBC championship game. 

That number is also higher than all but three Divisional League playoff games from last year.  

 

Here is a link to the Japanese call of Shohei Ohtani striking out Mike Trout. 

https://www.mlb.com/video/japanese-call-of-ohtani-vs-trout?partnerId=zh-20230322-858329-

mlb-1-A&qid=1026&utm_id=zh-20230322-858329-mlb-1-

A&bt_ee=Jf7KbXttJKts5iswhJm%2FIGr6oHdhFyyIEhfhboPUPVurH1VkDBcEoOprOaoQ0g7t&bt_ts

=1679492150551 

 

https://links.e1.theathletic.com/a/click?_t=1d75fd3a730a463c8648bd84293b832a&_m=8d156463493d41769f6bd156f29bd1c6&_e=91YOKYXhn43-yRu8vsMLx9rovsbVCQfZxatpaiVhB3zIuvgL6B9QrdxcfXp2Ss5l_emWOZTINgokye26MwuNnF_8BMstMvA3dG9CUwEntf_REKXK0YOfS3FlblO3AigSExBOfc_2Nj1GwVRr5FYl130_OjSruYpAswhoiGYe6hXMzOTsJCCpUNVTS0ciAmAAZjAbD2eFl0fpmuoYAV50Y75zocPhOhiA4j3KhQIOADTwIFduIsInARUTQsLFYyePxQZdV2ftfBOFkcQm-tMsLau_iWUW1U2EPaZaZaRRgU8xM3cnWnfcsjPVlu90ygdx


It had to come down to that, didn’t it? Bottom of the ninth, two outs, full count, Team USA 
trailing Japan 3–2. The two best players in the game, two of the best players ever—and 
teammates, no less—going head-to-head with a championship on the line.  
 
And then Shohei Ohtani struck out Mike Trout with one of the nastiest sliders you’ll ever see to 
give Japan its third World Baseball Classic championship. 
 
 
Shohei Ohtani, who went 1-3 in the game as the Designated Hitter, entered as a pitcher in the 
ninth inning and closed out Japan’s win by striking out his Angels teammate Mike Trout.  
 
Ohtani was named the tournament’s MVP after hitting .435, with a .606 on base percentage 
and a .739 slugging percentage in seven games for Japan. He also had a 1.86 ERA in three 
appearances—two starts and his appearance as the closer in the final. 
 
Ohtani--He hit .435 with 8 RBI. He threw the fastest pitch and hit the farthest home run. He 
went 2-0 with a 1.86 ERA and the winning save 
 
 
It was only the 24th time in 6,174 plate appearances that Trout swung and missed at three 
pitches in a single at-bat. 
 
The Angels might’ve been the only loser last night. Ohtani clearly relished the important 
moment, something he’s never experienced in an Angels uniform.  
 
Reminder that Ohtani’s future as an Angel is very much in doubt. He’s only signed through this 
season and has all the power in contract negotiations. 
 

When Ohtani struck out Trout to end the WBC championship game, he threw the best breaking 
ball of his major league career. 

Japan led USA 3-2 with two outs in the ninth inning when, on a full count, Ohtani threw Trout 
his sweeper—his favorite pitch, essentially a slider with a bigger break. Ohtani threw his 
sweeper last season 37% of the time, more than any other pitch, at an average speed of 86.5 
mph and with an average spin rate of 2,492 rpm. The sweeper that Trout whiffed on was 
clocked at 87.2 mph with a spin rate of 2,708 rpm. 

Of the 1,659 sweepers Ohtani has thrown in the major leagues, he threw only five that fast and 
with that much spin. The one to Trout had more vertical break (32 inches) and more horizontal 
break (17 inches) than his previous five best sweepers. 

https://email.stathead.com/e3t/Ctc/RJ+113/d2qcgv04/MXj7lxNB0J2W8p3l3x5pzSZZW8BHpjy4YrSqfN33Mk5w3q3n_V1-WJV7CgKN9W2Ggp9H2q1KRxVqTWL-9blgnFW4b38DC3xjh5NW3jMLvq3T6F_FW7sCdpm4N5LyBW2v-1tN2M3Vv5W940KMt4rSgYnN1HT3h6N864yW5b9hWg4Lw1mYW5-hyqy3Wb_YSW3J9qV27Yzc2YW2GWl_58yk7dCW3VZK1j32DW2CW56-YG31v3F60N6rhXj6l7MQPN1z4KmRWZtyHW67VtLw8-gV4jW78qB0L655WmhW1sftk395WT3yW89w7vG3mHxxfW4phX1w3H3dSHW7vRHc87BM6XjW3qm5FW207P8kW2PMHyS7GMXW_W4BKvxk2vVRtSW3h3MPN8t3Z6t3cgN1
https://email.stathead.com/e3t/Ctc/RJ+113/d2qcgv04/MXj7lxNB0J2W8p3l3x5pzSZZW8BHpjy4YrSqfN33Mk5w3q3n_V1-WJV7CgXGwW96cHrz7279FvW7vqllg3NfD1_V_-4536f0vG8W98KcjT803hQ7Vc-pZw864MGNW5qTndD5YDtjZW89q-PZ8jXDmDW1JTY4v4wqTDkW5YqNZg5sHJ9hW2yHbcf1K-cW0W6zrhdX7lJbXZW8ZlfPQ8679PPW6d-K0T6JHZmpN1MgJjwp3TbdN5pcKlgmBkMcW2XYPlp6QhgW9W6BCKd22K59N8VBrhGP7TyKy0W1PwKZL3KGV7VVWP7CY4s9zKNN6yLDVgdvQlcW3PX39l7b2QR6W875Q0w5Zm60cW7wXdQz1_SN27W305C437CNgjhW2kXqnF1WxXN23mSh1
https://link.clicks.mailings.bleacherreport.com/ls/click?upn=y6usKdod0X5RnS-2FMpNjVfh6ietUpBz0jMQiQoRkE7yDorFXxmIEWTxrQA5nxImA0SJnAPxJTVrrVRGp2UIb2bm2YSE3rFYHb8EKRGUKXXLkVaYjzsz3vVCF-2BDH75S-2BeC63uH_lOPjl-2B9EWEt2y1KBANl9yPZZZTOuyIkgcOT8SfrCMNq1ib6H1q4C2Ia-2BiFbHdMpP-2F94gVMCD4u73AwakxJMP4T1uGbcvk606K8U8PZVZyM9bV6-2BvWEz9-2By-2F-2FFZ2LPom7IhjkTUQ9hUockD8-2FBT8LcIDafZSl6Vta0-2Bz6Gvm1tOhvUYdQpBKZsw35B1UB-2FY-2BslQCk0zQs290WakZd2kHvY0Cw5U4orJoKuVIBezmsnICpEiIWk7MVPX5A5SbiAnWm-2FLtzIB07m4nrsIgScBBOL1PmnnqPznZQHGdX7ZuCyOagYkTa2lJTUVP2uCoh3F21AYGBoL2JkBg76J-2BrJUV46HFeC9kw3gHXyzKhbLCLoLNYGKzIK6PWqMYofjMc5MGgioL-2FrIZlQ2aTQnRx1ExZKPyemZYZwQos-2Fhk1bgFuTgibA4G1O4mhf8hBOq4Mg5lt9xy-2BkYYHY4c3DZ3TBv4IJmw-2Bdc4kKflLqMhCQ7lT2ZKytC67FoaCVfx79Idv92EF-2FPV6FAG0o-2F-2BjPm80xHJFqUH3aOS6B3v1zsy6uXyFoIjAvgshQuQ-2FkHOzbQBB7jQA3NHVEEB0ZVY7yYxbrIrI3a-2F5TSZldgKc2cIGo2dHv-2Bt1uds-2BFjcJ1-2BKC2jJCa2yGSwCfify5mdl4CWcyXl7JyBeyxZ-2FNRAr7lq23k-2BaHo4Q-3D
https://www.si.com/mlb/2023/03/22/wbc-world-baseball-classic-japan-shohei-ohtani-usa-mike-trout


The combined 49 inches of vertical and horizontal break easily eclipsed the best total 
movement on his other five elite sweepers, 44 inches on a called third strike to Jose Altuve last 
Sept. 20. 

The sweeper for the Trout strikeout immediately followed the most electric fastball Ohtani has 
ever thrown as a major leaguer: a four-seamer clocked at 101.6 mph with a spin rate of 2,581 
rpm. Ohtani has thrown 5,589 four-seamers in the majors, but none of them with so much 
speed and spin. 

Ohtani has thrown only one pitch faster since joining the majors, a fastball for a strikeout of 
Italy’s Vinnie Pasquantino in the WBC quarterfinal game that was clocked at 102 mph; although 
the spin rate on that heater was 2,337 rpm, below his average last season of 2,449. 

With his 10 fastballs against Team USA, Ohtani posted a higher average fastball velocity (99.6) 
and average spin rate (2,529) than in any of his 63 major league games. 

 
 

The best pitchers in Japan competed to get on Samurai Japan’s roster. The USA could not get 
even one of the 14 U.S.-born pitchers who received a vote for the Cy Young awards last season 
to throw a pitch for it. 
  
The first four pitchers USA manager Mark DeRosa used in the championship game combined in 
their careers for a 114–120 record, no All-Star games, no postseason wins and no fastballs with 
above-average velocity.  
 
The tournament introduced us to players like Israel pitcher Shlomo Lipetz, a 44-year-old who in 
his day job as president of venues at City Winery is in charge of booking concerts across the 
United States, and 21-year-old Nicaragua pitcher Duque Hebbert, who signed his first MLB 
contract after striking out Juan Soto, Julio Rodríguez and Manny Machado in the same inning. 
It also exposed American fans to the biggest stars in Japan. You may have read about Roki 
Sasaki’s unreal 19-strikeout perfect game last season and the eight perfect innings he threw in 
his next start, but actually watching him against a Mexico lineup full of MLB hitters was special.  
  
 

If there was one sequence we saw over and over in the 2023 World Baseball Classic, it was 
Trea Turner circling the bases. 

Turner homered yet again for Team USA in the WBC championship game on Tuesday night 
against Japan. He connected in the second inning for his fifth home run of the tournament, 
which tied the record for a single Classic. Turner matched Seung Yuop Lee’s five home runs 
for Korea in the inaugural 2006 WBC.  

https://links.si.com/u/click?_t=170d9ea49fb54ead944fb7b5be3df3eb&_m=128df25dbce3429bbf4d0303d8b6ec3e&_e=IUQDnl2pxexoFGU6Z81FOcbUH6yY36ILhCcbrST0murkAIJLaIvxuYojhZA-Wubx2_BeZGn1zBykQDOuluGy206k_PTctAAcwK5hjLRa6oTADRcwCIYgrOjuKH1fVZQe3sCX_aqw2wEOZurUCpo95tYQB0Ii77B0DVye_Uc12WaQfqPzWY8nF2cFPtatEdCADvId61mgF2CvZ-jxXym87Ar2wZqV8jc1kcpyvPo_QluLmxGw7uOsG_PlBIMEtb04tnQJzROON-Tjer-bR5k6LYmNlsD_NGgnzeF_RwaEmei1MILf9juT-8E4yVLtIwApJmxovzb937229ud-kRz2LxRAx7IU0xtsDR4pH0dAIAJiovc_-0IS8bat7svNq85NPYApEUs9GUPTSmFJg8kL2A%3D%3D
https://links.si.com/u/click?_t=170d9ea49fb54ead944fb7b5be3df3eb&_m=128df25dbce3429bbf4d0303d8b6ec3e&_e=IUQDnl2pxexoFGU6Z81FOcbUH6yY36ILhCcbrST0murkAIJLaIvxuYojhZA-Wubx2_BeZGn1zBykQDOuluGy206k_PTctAAcwK5hjLRa6oTADRcwCIYgrOjuKH1fVZQe3sCX_aqw2wEOZurUCpo95tYQB0Ii77B0DVye_Uc12WaQfqPzWY8nF2cFPtatEdCADvId61mgF2CvZ-jxXym87Ar2wZqV8jc1kcpyvPo_QluLmxGw7uOsG_PlBIMEtb04tnQJzROON-Tjer-bR5k6LYmNlsD_NGgnzeF_RwaEmei1MILf9juT-8E4yVLtIwApJmxovzb937229ud-kRz2LxRAx7IU0xtsDR4pH0dAIAJiovc_-0IS8bat7svNq85NPYApEUs9GUPTSmFJg8kL2A%3D%3D
https://links.si.com/u/click?_t=170d9ea49fb54ead944fb7b5be3df3eb&_m=128df25dbce3429bbf4d0303d8b6ec3e&_e=IUQDnl2pxexoFGU6Z81FObgwGoz2klvNahFWe-nrdd0xOd0WQ5fnZj0jIC-d0C3NFs1TRYumy1Uwfo2nX5NFNCnZUGDjBSve3NnHbWTjZZrtcDG7faaAxXVIrgInjnu-20oboDdePOccz6zAVg9pIp28fvL20EjKgo7EAgze_e3JSosw6qrIK3MlfCHkXXIjamLn_w8FNTBtaTGfI631Lsu7CGWv_ANd74hmRs7PvpuCXrBdUjyepYHC371GUgZsDZ_bFYvUTUzOf-PZ_B2H_1oqwZl8yqFW1xKfagxOZiqGk7xLQtbK1TqTGJygcbehlUUHQwRKRVPyg6DXIrBehuFt_HzRvb10xQrGBUp6q1e0Oqgc5QACcVZiZ632cJDrCnce5T1nDlhRr_vgk0htcg%3D%3D
https://links.si.com/u/click?_t=170d9ea49fb54ead944fb7b5be3df3eb&_m=128df25dbce3429bbf4d0303d8b6ec3e&_e=IUQDnl2pxexoFGU6Z81FObgwGoz2klvNahFWe-nrdd0xOd0WQ5fnZj0jIC-d0C3NFs1TRYumy1Uwfo2nX5NFNCnZUGDjBSve3NnHbWTjZZrtcDG7faaAxXVIrgInjnu-20oboDdePOccz6zAVg9pIp28fvL20EjKgo7EAgze_e3JSosw6qrIK3MlfCHkXXIjamLn_w8FNTBtaTGfI631Lsu7CGWv_ANd74hmRs7PvpuCXrBdUjyepYHC371GUgZsDZ_bFYvUTUzOf-PZ_B2H_1oqwZl8yqFW1xKfagxOZiqGk7xLQtbK1TqTGJygcbehlUUHQwRKRVPyg6DXIrBehuFt_HzRvb10xQrGBUp6q1e0Oqgc5QACcVZiZ632cJDrCnce5T1nDlhRr_vgk0htcg%3D%3D
https://links.si.com/u/click?_t=170d9ea49fb54ead944fb7b5be3df3eb&_m=128df25dbce3429bbf4d0303d8b6ec3e&_e=IUQDnl2pxexoFGU6Z81FObgwGoz2klvNahFWe-nrdd3KiB5UyLvbZRRbGWH_-aPdUuo9Gx5_sDfbUxzg6yvHbdR3BkX12YagiiaXz1D31OB6tbMO-dvzTSIV8BA90_2xEXrQNVGr_TiNDfAvS6OlSUnMbQZAfoQgFCn7E6tw37CmOBoKRTC1cHasTsP8Twiu2nttOLDwFcT6ebD9d_MMIrlBNSMx5tMwJZgNyhPcgErVPwXJPQw8uoqeZt6XPHvtdVTr_Ne5HeW8TZBqF6SOyoxGjSh0-bOOJAJjS4KWBcjSWsP6vtKqxaZwz76qMAFq33G88hf4AsPdHHB2xeEAr2ujjjlOQ8R0g6Gov--vcSU%3D
https://www.mlb.com/player/trea-turner-607208


At one point Turner had 4 HRs in 7 at bats. The home run also gave Turner 11 RBIs in this 
WBC, third all-time behind the 13 that Masataka Yoshida of Japan had this year and the 12 
that the Netherlands' Wladimir Balentien totaled in 2017. 

 

The only player from the 2017 All-Classic Team also named to the 2023 team--Puerto Rico's 
Javier Báez 

 

Masataka Yoshida's 13 RBIs are a new Classic record. (most RBIs in a single World Series--
Bobby Richardson, Yankees, 12 RBIs in the 1960 World Series). 
 
 
The spring training timing robbed us of seeing most big name pitchers. One suggestion-move 
the All-Star Game to a Pro Bowl-type winter slot, make the midseason break two weeks in 
July and print money. Japan watches this more than they watch the World Series. The Mets’ 
Francisco Lindor is ready for 2026 already. Plenty of others will follow, injury concerns be 
damned.   
  

MLB bettors are on the clock 

ViSN (the Vegas Information and Sports Network) 

The 2023 MLB season presents a rare sports betting opportunity – when bettor and bookmaker 
are on equal footing. 

 “The pitch clock and the shift ban will be two huge rule changes to watch,” he said. “Spring 
training stats should be taken with a grain of salt, but there has been an increase in both stolen 
base attempts and successful tries. We've also seen more singles, especially from left-handed 
batters, who no longer have to contend with three infielders on the right side. A big spike in 
batting average on balls in play [BABIP] in spring training has likely carryover to the regular 
season. 

“The rich will get richer to some degree with these changes, as pitcher strikeouts are more 
important and teams that put the ball in play a lot will be rewarded. Teams like the Guardians, 
Astros, Mets, Cardinals and Blue Jays are in line to benefit greatly, while teams like the Angels, 
Pirates, Tigers, Marlins may not see as much of a boost.” 

https://links.e1.theathletic.com/a/click?_t=1d75fd3a730a463c8648bd84293b832a&_m=46cc687d73db4401ba4ea43416521e6e&_e=xXwlhPYZ2hbwRhtBt6x4poiyTARL70mOVWZltLjErdokC7bSkgcsMBp_SEsbcs6CaB98XCsqjRWvly7xRZmlpNVzI_X2Ht47Qlr9wJjDzaAh4KM-E1g2hlUEG7RAwDUkKEsGE8DEGBOeZWFvAEBs24gP2Gm-1K-Ohg0GGUQtQPjv_wA3dFo_rirpiUvdXYjmmDvVYgJRtQlgOIdCVE3ugia8MXjZcWvPnbKJUfzZDtOp_gwd7VlHp07F23lv0E9d2RHpAt9uQHeii4F_G9MpMcDiOuBCfj_0A_t0Xuo5wZFpvUC68sqkJlbVdLClGPjVi5kdBIwK1Vv88HNYHxfXWA%3D%3D
https://links.e1.theathletic.com/u/click?_t=1d75fd3a730a463c8648bd84293b832a&_m=46cc687d73db4401ba4ea43416521e6e&_e=xXwlhPYZ2hbwRhtBt6x4pnrwprIB06MaNuuP-RfLGEY8y5pH37LuIRXZ3ZkGoGe4b7x6pwUht1B3oEZ6pLEBF3X9H-P02fZSvHh0-jJu6QPG_FFAAx6TH3cbpPlzOtYMaNYTzC1Vft67v5KPaVGpaqmQ0xPevvESPlq2XCAbyCfpcO7bqH3hYA5xHOPIrxgMSHIlJy5p2Ls9tJZz3j1gSLbZrud0FjOsrf5k3QwDrGBaOz3L_1X0iOVd9ChNSdz5-2ZR71PptAYw9gkUxQ0VFgts7NPSg3A9NGK3AX6UKDk%3D


“It will be a learning curve for both bettors and bookmakers, but I’ll be tracking as much of the 
data as I can with my baseball work throughout the season – and hopefully, we can pick up on 
some things before the betting markets and the sportsbooks do,” he said. 

Major League Baseball is going to look a lot different in 2023. A handful of rule changes are 
likely to have a significant impact on betting the game. At least with these – unlike the baseball, 
which changes from season to season – we know what they are and they are well-defined. 
Players got a crash course in how they would be implemented and enforced in Spring Training 
and the data was rather eye-opening. 

The three main rule changes are the pitch clock, bigger bases and a ban on infield shifts. I’ll 
break these down one by one to look at the data from Spring Training and the potential impact 
for bettors. 

Pitch Clock 

- Pitchers are required to start their pitching motions within 15 seconds with nobody on base 
and 20 seconds with men on base 

- The batter must be ready and looking at the pitcher with 8 seconds on the clock 

- Pitchers are allowed two “disengagements” and batters are allowed one timeout (the number 
of disengagements resets if a runner advances to another base; a third disengagement is 
considered a balk) 

- The penalty is an automatic strike or an automatic ball depending on the offending party 

Rob Manfred’s biggest goal as MLB Commissioner has been to speed up the game, and these 
rule changes have absolutely done that. I couldn’t find a more recent tweet update, but as of 
March 8, Spring Training games were about 24 minutes shorter (2:37) than last season’s 
exhibition affairs (3:01). Regular season games averaged 3:11 last season. 

From a betting standpoint, there is a lot to unpack here. Obviously, a ball or a strike in any given 
plate appearance is a huge deal, so those could be tremendously impactful. After a 1-0 count, 
MLB hitters slashed .255/.371/.428 last season. After a 0-1 count, they slashed .213/.258/.334, 
so even a violation to begin a plate appearance could be significant. Some of those will cancel 
out, as both pitchers and hitters will be guilty of infractions, especially early in the season. 

The bigger one to me is actually the “disengagements” rule. Pitchers can only step off or throw 
over twice in a given plate appearance, which makes it really hard to hold runners. 
Furthermore, a baserunner can peek at the clock and time up a pitcher perfectly because the 
penalty is a ball and a stoppage in play anyway. 



In Spring Training, we did see a major increase in stolen base attempts and about a 6% increase 
in successful stolen bases year over year. Last year, there were 811 caught stealings out of 
3,297 attempts, so base stealers were successful 75% of the time; in Spring Training, we’ve seen 
an 81% success rate. 

There are some caveats to this – some of the better catchers have been playing in the World 
Baseball Classic (WBC) or haven’t played a lot of innings, and a lot of minor leaguers with great 
speed who lack other tools are trying to make an impact and make a team – but, it does appear 
that the stolen base success rate will go up league-wide with pitchers unable to control the 
running game. 

In theory, all teams should be more aggressive, but the teams with the most stolen bases last 
season were the Rangers, Marlins, Guardians, Cubs, Phillies, Diamondbacks, Royals and 
Yankees, who all had 102 or more. The Twins, Rockies, Tigers, Padres, Red Sox, Reds and White 
Sox all had 58 or fewer steals. 

Catchers had 191 throwing errors last season (not all on stolen base attempts). I’d assume this 
number goes up with more hurried throws, so there could be some extra bases taken in that 
regard. Catchers will also try to throw behind runners more in hopes of keeping them close. 

I’m also speculating here – and it’s hard to use the Spring Training data to confirm or debunk 
my theory – but I think pitch velocity will be down overall this season. Pitchers have less 
recovery time between pitches and may be less likely to throw with max effort. I also think the 
pitch clock will be a much bigger issue for relievers, who are generally slower than starters. 
They also throw harder on the whole. 

Bigger Bases 

- Bases went from 15 square inches to 18 square inches 

There could be a very modest correlation between the successful stolen base rate and the 
bigger bases, but this was primarily a decision based on the safety of the players. The distance 
between first, second and third base is about 4.5 inches shorter. It is three inches shorter from 
home plate to first base or third base to home plate. 

Home plate remains the same size. 

Shift Ban 

- Two infielders must be on each side of second base 

- All four infielders must be on the dirt when the pitcher is on the pitching rubber 



- Infielders cannot switch sides (i.e, make the third baseman play second base and the second 
baseman play third against a left-handed batter) 

- If the infielders are not aligned at the time of the pitch, the batting team can choose an 
automatic ball or the result of the play 

So, this is the big one and the one that has been analyzed the most by baseball scribes. It is not 
nearly as cut and dry as looking at last season’s batted balls to see how many hits a batter had 
taken away. This is going to completely change the mindset of a batter, particularly a left-
handed batter who pulls the ball a lot. 

On Mar. 19, @CodifyBaseball had a tweet that batting average was down one point, on-base 
percentage was up eight points and slugging percentage was down 18 points from the previous 
Spring Training. Singles were up 3% on a per-game basis, while home runs were down 14% on a 
per-game basis. Keep in mind, though, that a lot of elite hitters have been playing in the World 
Baseball Classic. (Stolen bases, by the way, were up 60% on a per-game basis) 

Tom Tango, one of the most respected analysts in baseball, had a Mar. 17 tweet that the Spring 
Training batting average on balls in play (BABIP) was .320; from 2006-2022, the ST BABIP 
averaged .312, with a high of .318 and a low of .305. Spring Training comes with a grain of salt 
with pitchers working on things, lesser fielders, etc., but that seems to line up with the increase 
in singles from the other tweet. Also, home runs don’t count towards BABIP because they are 
not balls in play (nobody can field them), so we are seeing a big increase in balls in play and an 
increase in BABIP. 

The tweet that really got a lot of run was from ESPN’s Jeff Passan on Mar. 9 when he noted that 
BABIP on ground balls was up 23 points year over year in Spring Training. It was .235 in 2022 
and .258 at the time of Passan’s tweet in 2023. Another CodifyBaseball tweet on Mar. 20 noted 
that the BABIP for left-handed batters this spring was .329—a direct impact of the shift ban. 
That was up 15 points from last year. Righties saw a two-point increase in BABIP from .311 to 
.313. 

Last regular season, the league batting average was .243 with a BABIP of .290. Left-handed 
batters hit .245 with a BABIP of .294. However, using Baseball Savant (Statcast) search results, 
lefties had a batting average of just .226 on grounders. That number will undoubtedly go up this 
season. 

From a betting standpoint, I’m curious to see how this all plays out. Without a shift, lefties 
won’t shy away from pulling the ball, but they may be less likely to hit the ball in the air over 
the shift. The increase in singles with a decrease in home runs makes some sense based on the 
mindset and psychological approach for a hitter in a post-shift world. We may have more 
baserunners, but could ultimately end up without a big increase in offense. 



MLB had a batting average problem. In the era of rising strikeout rates (though K% actually 
decreased for the second straight year), the last three years (.243, .244, .245 dating back to 
2020) represent the lowest batting averages since the 1960s. Hitters only struck out about 16% 
of the time back then. Now they strike out 22-23% of the time. 

In a lot of ways, we have to take something of a wait-and-see approach. Some of the best 
hitters have been playing in the WBC. The offensive environments in Florida and Arizona are 
typically conducive to offense, though it has been a little cooler than normal in AZ. 

One thing we do know for sure is that teams that don’t strike out should greatly benefit from all 
of the new rules, so teams like the Guardians, Astros, Mets, Cardinals and Blue Jays should be 
helped, while teams like the Angels, Pirates, Tigers, and Marlins could be negatively impacted. 
In some respects, I think the rule changes absolutely make the rich richer, so to speak. They 
disproportionately benefit the good teams with the best hitters and the best fielders, so we 
could see an even more defined chasm between the haves and have-nots. 

I’ll be looking for some concrete regular season data, but that will take some time. For now, I’ll 
handicap based on these three suspicions: 

1. More stolen bases will be attempted and more attempts will be successful 

2. Singles and the number of baserunners will increase 

3. Fly ball pitchers won’t be as affected as ground ball pitchers and I will try to bet on more of 
those 

It will be a learning curve for both bettors and bookmakers, but I’ll be tracking as much of the 
data as I can with my baseball work throughout the season – and hopefully, we can pick up on 
some things before the betting markets and the sportsbooks do. 

 

BEST PROMOTIONS 

Orioles, Aug. 5: Eddie Murray 1983 World Series Bobblehead 

Baltimore is celebrating 40 years since its most recent title, if you can believe that. The O's even 
got the leaning-back batting stance right. 

Yankees, Aug. 4: Bucky Dent Bobblehead 

Guardians, July 5: Larry Doby 1948 Cap 

https://mktg.mlbstatic.com/yankees/images/promotions/y2023/nyy-bucky-dent-bobblehead.png?tfl=New_York_Yankees-Tickets-Promotional_Tickets-single_game_tickets-promo_promotion-Desktop-Landscape&adobe_mc=MCMID=10455088327358249340217903861129891969&MCORGID=A65F776A5245B01B0A490D44%40AdobeOrg&TS=1678807275&partnerId=redirect-chc-springsteen
https://img.mlbstatic.com/mlb-images/image/upload/t_1x1/t_w372/mlb/rel2gwz4ufttxhssz8bf.png


The giveaway commemorates the 75th anniversary of Doby becoming the first Black player in 
the American League. 

Cubs, Sept. 9: Harry Caray Statue Bobblehead 

D-backs, Aug. 12: 25th Anniversary Replica Jersey 

Dodgers, April 18: Vin Scully Jersey 

It has his signature microphone, where there is usually a number. 

 

 

WHEN IS 90 FEET NOT 90 FEET BUT STILL 90 FEET? 

Anthony Castrovince, mlb.com 

As Major League Baseball embarks upon a season in which the size of the bases has been 
increased, we regret to inform you that the distance in between bases will not be 90 feet this 
year. 

Yes, that’s a lot to process. We get it. You were born into a world in which the grass is green, 
the sky is blue and the distance between bases is 90 feet. That’s sacred baseball math, and we 
understand if you’re upset that these brand-new bags have messed with it. 

But wait. Before you get too hot and bothered about the bigger bases, we’ve got another piece 
of news for you: 

The distance between bases was never 90 feet. 

How can this be, you ask? 

Look, everything you’re about to read is not common knowledge, even within the sport. The 
truth is, most of us had no idea the bases were 15 inches on each side before MLB expanded 
them to 18 inches. Even fewer of us understood the intricate nuances of how the distances 
down the lines and around the infield are measured. 

But after researching the topic, we’re here to tell you: It’s a trip. And not a simple 90-foot one. 

Now, before we bring out the measuring tape, let’s first discuss how this 90-foot thing came 
about in the first place. Much like the story of how we got to 60 feet and 6 inches from the 

https://mktg.mlbstatic.com/cubs/images/promotions/2023/chc-0909-th.png
https://img.mlbstatic.com/mlb-images/image/upload/t_w372/mlb/tusk4zhh4aksbz4c4wzy.jpg
https://mktg.mlbstatic.com/dodgers/images/promotions/2023/scully-jersey-1080x1080.jpg
https://www.mlb.com/news/why-is-the-mound-60-ft-6-inches-away


pitcher’s mound to the back tip of home plate (emphasis on back tip, because a lot of people 
don’t know that, either), it’s complicated stuff. As 1800s baseball tends to be. 

The Knickerbocker rules -- the earliest surviving rules of baseball -- were codified in 1845. They 
called for “42 paces” between home and second base and between first and third bases. 

OK, so… What, exactly, is a “pace?” 

Depends who you ask. 

Some scholars have presumed a pace of three feet and come to the conclusion that the ensuing 
distance between bases would be about 89 feet -- quite close to the 90 feet we know and love. 
(The math here is a bit tricky for those of us who are not currently taking high school geometry, 
and the short version is as follows: If we assume 42 paces, at 3 feet per pace, in a straight line 
from home to second and first to third, that equals 126 feet. Which means it’s 63 feet from the 
center of the diamond in each direction to all four bases. Now you’ve created four right 
triangles, each of which has two sides that are 63 feet. Using the Pythagorean Theorem, we can 
figure out that the hypotenuse is 89.1 feet.) 

 

This is a clean and (nearly) uncomplicated explanation that paints Alexander Cartwright – the 
man often credited with developing the Knickerbocker rules -- in a particularly positive light. 
Heck, it’s right there on Cartwright’s Hall of Fame plaque: “Set bases 90 feet apart.” 

But wait! Don’t rush to the assumption that what’s captured in Cooperstown is correct in 
perpetuity. 

https://www.mlb.com/news/why-is-the-mound-60-ft-6-inches-away
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pythagorean_theorem
https://www.calculator.net/triangle-calculator.html?vc=45&vx=&vy=63&va=&vz=63&vb=&angleunits=d&x=70&y=18
https://baseballhall.org/hall-of-famers/cartwright-alexander


Pace yourself. 

As official MLB historian John Thorn points out, the definition of “pace” in Noah Webster’s “An 
American Dictionary of the English Language” at the time was as follows: 

1. A step. 
2. The space between the two feet in walking, estimated at two feet and a half. But the 

geometrical pace is five feet, or the whole space passed over by the same foot from one 
step to another. 

If a single pace was known at the time to be 2.5 feet, then that means the distance between 
each base would then be only 74.25 feet. (Following the same math in the graphic above, in this 
scenario it is 105 feet from home to second and first to third, which means 52.5 feet from the 
center of the diamond in each direction to all four bases. And if you use the Pythagorean 
Theorem again, we see that 52.5 squared plus 52.5 squared equals … 74.25 squared.) 

Thorn’s research indicates that 75-foot basepaths were the norm well into the mid-1850s. Then 
something happened. A fundamental evolution that essentially ushered in the game as we 
know it. 

Baseball became hardball. 

“When the ball was wound tighter, gaining more hardness and resilience,” writes Thorn, “it 
could be hit farther and, crucially, thrown farther.” 

This allowed the dimensions of the field to expand. 

Daniel Lucius “Doc” Adams, another influential member of the Knickerbockers, claimed that it 
was he who set the 90-foot standard in the 1850s. 

“I was chairman of the Committee on Rules and Regulations from the start and so long as I 
retained membership,” Adams wrote in 1896. “I presented the first draft of rules, prepared 
after much careful study of the matter, and it was in the main adopted. The distance between 
bases I fixed at 30 yards [or 90 feet], the only previous determination of distance being ‘the 
bases shall be from home to second base 42 paces, from first to third base 42 paces 
equidistant,’ which was rather vague.” 

If we can assume that Adams is telling the truth (again, who knows?), then there’s our answer 
as to the “how,” albeit not really the “why.” That’ll have to be enough. 

We’re still not out of the woods when it comes to complication, though. Because in those 
formative years of professional baseball, there were various relocations of home plate and 
changes to the positioning of first and third base, thereby altering the dimensions between 
bases. 



From 1845-74, home plate, then known as “home base” (and that’s a whole other story), was 
partially in both fair and foul territory. In 1875 and 1876, it was moved entirely to foul territory. 
Then, in 1877, it was moved entirely to fair territory, where it remains (though it did not get its 
present-day pentagonal shape until 1900). 

First and third base, meanwhile, were initially half in fair territory and half in foul. It was not 
until 1887 that they were shifted 7 1/2 inches to be placed completely in fair ground. 

The effect of all this movement is that the distance between the bases was adjusted multiple 
times. 

What has been a constant -- at the very least, since Doc Adams came along -- is that there has 
always been a measurement of 90 feet from… somewhere to… somewhere. 

From the mid-1850s until the mid-1880s, the 90-foot measurement went from the center of 
one base to the center of another (this included “home base,” which was initially shaped like a 
circle and then, like the other bases, a square). 

When the aforementioned shift of first and third bases in 1887 occurred, this changed the way 
90 feet was measured. Now, it was from the center of home base to the back corner of first and 
third base. And from the back corner of both first and third to the center of second base. 
Previously, it was 7 1/2 inches from the edge of a base to its center, meaning that the actual 
distance in-between bases was reduced by 7 1/2 inches with this change. 

Finally, in 1900, when home plate became a pentagon neatly nestled into the shape of the 
diamond, the method of measurement from home to first and third shifted once again -- from 
the back tip of home plate to the rear corner of the bases. 

That’s how it has remained ever since. 

Even now, with the bigger bases. 

Though the new bases themselves have been expanded three inches on each side, they do not 
affect this 90-foot measurement, because the positioning of the bases has not changed and the 
size of home plate has not changed. All of the extra size of the bases pushes inward. 

Let’s lay this out as clearly as we can: 

HOME TO FIRST AND HOME TO THIRD 

Old 15-inch bases: 87 feet, 3 inches 

New 18-inch bases: 87 feet 

https://ourgame.mlblogs.com/home-plate-bb632abd0686


Difference: 3 inches 

In both cases: It is 90 feet from the bottom tip of home plate to the back corners of first and 
third base. 

FIRST TO SECOND AND SECOND TO THIRD 

Old 15-inch bases: 88 feet, 1.5 inches 

New 18-inch bases: 87 feet, 9 inches 

Difference: 4.5 inches 

In both cases: It is 90 feet from the back corner of first and third base to the center of second 
base. 

So, there you have it. Hopefully, now you understand that the distance between the bases was 
never actually 90 feet. We were all living a lie. 

(By the way, the 90-foot concern is not the only myth related to the new bases, which fulfilled 
their purpose in the Minor League trial by reducing injuries around the bases by 13%. Some 
have suggested that all bang-bang plays at first will now go to the runner because he is three 
inches closer to the bag. What that argument doesn’t account for is that the first baseman is 
now three inches closer to the throw. So it’s basically a wash.) 

Anyway, if you don’t mind using a loose definition of “between” (just like some scholars have 
apparently employed a loose definition of “pace”), then, by all means, continue to say that it is 
90 feet between bases. Because it’s no less true than it was prior to the arrival of the bigger 
bases. And it still sounds good. 

 

A BEHIND THE MASK TOUR OF A GENERATION OF PITCHERS 

Tyler Kepner, NYT 

Stephen Vogt, Seattle’s new bullpen coach, caught 6,000 innings in pro ball and came away 
with keen insights on the colorful pitchers he worked with along the way. 

When last we saw Crash Davis, the protagonist of Ron Shelton’s film “Bull Durham,” he had 
swatted one final homer and was on to his next life, considering a managerial opening in 
Visalia, Calif. 



Visalia happens to be the hometown of Stephen Vogt, who homered last Oct. 5 in the final at-
bat of his unlikely 10-year career in the majors. Vogt could easily have been the next Crash 
Davis, a vagabond catcher who got only a whiff of the big time. When Vogt finally reached The 
Show, after stops with five minor league teams — including, yes, the Durham Bulls — he started 
off 0 for 25. His team, the Tampa Bay Rays, soon sold his contract to Oakland. 

But Vogt persisted, winding from the A’s to the Milwaukee Brewers, the San Francisco Giants, 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, the Atlanta Braves and back to the A’s last season, mostly as a 
mentor for a young roster. On that last, golden day in the majors, he squatted for his 6,000th 
professional inning behind the plate. 

Now Vogt, 38, is on to another job, as the bullpen coach for the Seattle Mariners, not far from 
his home in Olympia, Wash. He could have been a special assistant, coming and going as he 
pleased, but that is not the way to connect with players. Baseball is an everyday job, and it 
matters to honor the grind. 

The memories of the pitchers he caught are fresh — from a World Series icon to the ultimate 
one-game wonder, from an ambidextrous rookie to the one and only Bartolo Colon. In an 
interview over dinner last month, Vogt shared a personal farewell to arms: a behind-the-mask 
tour of the habits, humor and humanity of some of his era’s most captivating characters. 

Fernando Rodney 

Tampa Bay Rays, 2012 

That was the year he set the E.R.A. record, which I think Zack Britton broke a few years later — 
but he was throwing like 99 miles an hour with an 82 mile-an-hour change. That might not be 
exactly right, but it was a lot more than a 10-mile-an-hour difference. We called it the Bugs 
Bunny changeup, and it was — it was a “stop” ball. He was so joyful, such a kind teammate. He 
and Joel Peralta took me out to a steakhouse in Toronto on my first road trip. I was a wide-eyed 
rookie, and they treated me so well and welcomed me. Fernando was very quiet, but when the 
time was right, he would say or do something funny, or maybe just make a weird noise. He 
knew when everybody needed to laugh. 

Kyle Farnsworth 

Tampa Bay Rays, 2012 

Of course he intimidated me, he’s Kyle Farnsworth. He’s an intimidating person, and that’s the 
persona he wanted, the persona he owned. I remember that spring training, watching him in 
the weight room, it was different — the amount of weight he could lift, the intensity that he 
would get after in the weight room. And then you talk to him, and he’s one of the most soft-
spoken, gentle, kind people. But when he would get into the moment, he pitched with tenacity, 
he pitched with fire. 



David Price 

Tampa Bay Rays, 2012 

I caught him during his Cy Young season — Jose Molina took a foul tip in the seventh inning and 
I went in to catch one inning. But obviously I caught David quite a bit through spring trainings 
and bullpens, and the thing that always struck me was his attention to detail. His bullpens were 
always well thought out: He would execute multiple, multiple fastballs where he wanted them 
before he would move on to anything else. And he said to me, “If I can command my glove-side 
fastball, everything else is going to do what I want it to do.” 

Hideki Okajima 

Sacramento River Cats, 2013 

He would let go of the ball and his head would be down right at release point. The Sacramento 
video board was a little low, so when he would throw his curveball, it would go up into the 
video board and I’d lose it for a split second in the numbers and lights — and then I’d see it 
come back out of the scoreboard and then catch it. So he’s not looking at me, and I can’t see 
the ball. That’s a good matchup. 

Bartolo Colon 

Oakland Athletics, 2013 

Bartolo would walk around the clubhouse flipping up a baseball with a big smile on his face. He 
never said much; he didn’t have to. The first time I caught him was when I got my first hit, with 
the A’s, and I remember asking another catcher, Derek Norris, “Hey, what do you got for me?” 
And he said, “Sit back and enjoy it.” That was his advice. I’d set up right on the corner, and I 
didn’t know if it was going to be a four-seamer or a two-seamer, but it didn’t matter because, 
either way, it was going to end up right at my glove, right where I set up. I never had anyone 
easier to catch, or more fun. 

Sonny Gray 

Oakland Athletics, 2013 to 2017 

Sonny was by far the hardest on my hand and on my thumb. I had to wear a thumb guard my 
entire career because of catching Sonny through Triple-A and the big leagues, because his ball 
would move so late — and I didn’t have the best hands to handle it, either. We had a lot of fun 
together, but he would throw this 94-mile-an-hour cutter-slider thing when I would call a four-
seam. I’d ask him and he’d say, “Oh, I thought they were ready for a four-seam so I just cut it,” 
and I said, “You need to tell me when you’re going to do that.” 



Philip Humber 

Sacramento River Cats, 2014 

He talked about his perfect game a little bit, never in detail. But I asked him, “What did it feel 
like?” And he said: “It’s what you dream of, right? You work every day to be perfect. You work 
every day to get every hitter out. And I did it once.” I actually bring him up quite often to 
pitchers because he was a phenomenally talented pitcher who, for whatever reason, 
unfortunately didn’t turn into a long major league career. But it’s such a great testament to this 
sport that on any given day, any pitcher can go out there and get anybody out. 

Pat Venditte 

Oakland Athletics, 2015 

What a great story, and what a cool experience to be able to catch an ambidextrous pitcher. He 
made his debut at Fenway Park and flew in late, got there kind of midgame, and he was active. 
Josh Phegley ended up catching him that night, but I remember telling him, “Hey, it’s a long 
walk from the third-base dugout to that right-field bullpen.” He goes, “Yeah, I’m going to head 
out there in a jog.” And I said: “No, you’re not. I want you to walk as slow as possible and take 
every single moment in, because you’re only going to get to do this once, walking out to the 
bullpen midgame during your debut.” 

Barry Zito 

Oakland Athletics, 2015 

It was an honor for me to catch his last game. The curveball was still big, bigger than you can 
even imagine. I mean, there were times where he would throw it and you’d think it was never 
coming down. He was throwing 85, 86, that last year, way different from when he was in his 
prime with the better velocity, but the curveball and the way he could still set hitters up and 
skillfully and masterfully get through a game, was absolutely beautiful. 

Josh Hader 

Milwaukee Brewers, 2017 

It’s arms, legs and hair. He turns his back all the way to you, and it’s tough to find his release 
point because he doesn’t show you anything. Then all of a sudden he’s whipping around and his 
hair’s flopping, coming at you, then it’s his lead elbow. I mean, there’s so many things to 
distract you. Catching Josh as a rookie, you could see that the fastball was real. And then in ’18 
you started to see him dial in the command, and with the slider and the changeup he’s got 
three devastating pitches with command. It’s not fair. 



Johnny Cueto 

San Francisco Giants, 2019 

He’s fun, charismatic, a character with the dancing and the shimmy. But as a catcher, you don’t 
know when he’s coming to the plate. So you have to be ready for him to do the quick one, and 
then you have to stay relaxed long enough to wait for him to do his shimmy. I tried not to watch 
that and just cued on his left hip, like, “As soon as that left hip comes toward me, then I know.” 
But that was tough, because then you’re moving from his hip to his arm slot. Ordinarily I’d just 
look for the arm slot and I’d know where that window’s going to be, but with him I needed to 
know when he was coming so that I wouldn’t get stuck in my position. 

Madison Bumgarner 

Giants, 2019; Arizona Diamondbacks, 2020 to 2021 

He is, right now, the greatest World Series pitcher of all time. He’s got the best numbers, he’s 
automatic, and you can never take that away from him. It was really fun to catch the guy that 
you watch on TV and get to know him as a person. He’s really athletic and can move; I mean, to 
be able to repeat that funky delivery over and over and over, with pinpoint accuracy, he’s still 
one of the best pitchers of my generation. And he’s a cowboy. That’s how he pitches — he 
pitches like a cowboy. It’s: “I’m coming after you, and I’m going to beat you, and I’m not going 
to accept anything else.” 

Charlie Morton 

Atlanta Braves, 2021 

Charlie’s got the biggest sweeping curveball I’ve ever seen. He actually struck me out in 
Houston on a curveball, and it hit me in the back foot. I swung and missed and it just kept 
curving and hit me in the back foot. And then getting to catch him, I’m like, “OK how big, really, 
is this thing?” — and just being blown away at how well he was able to shape it and throw it at 
any time. 

Max Fried 

Atlanta Braves, 2021 

He’s got electric stuff, four plus pitches. But just the way he can bounce off the mound, help 
himself by fielding his position, he’s so athletic. His goal was to do both, to win the Gold Glove 
and the Silver Slugger, and he did. I actually think he had more hits as a Brave that year than I 
did. 



Fried did outhit Vogt, 15 to 13, partially because Vogt was injured in September and missed the 
rest of the season. Atlanta ended up winning the World Series. 

A year later, Vogt was back in Oakland to finish out his career, in the uniform he had worn best 
back when he represented the A’s in the 2015 All-Star Game and saw an old friend 60 feet 6 
inches away. 

Chris Archer 

Tampa Bay Rays, 2012, A.L. All-Star team, 2015 

We were in Double-A together and then Triple-A, and then we made our debut the same year. 
And we lived in the same hotel during September of 2012; he rode home with my wife, my 
daughter and me every night back to the hotel, so we really got to know each other and got 
close. And then I got designated for assignment that next spring — and the next time we met 
back up on the same field was our first inning of our first All-Star Games. 

Ned Yost told me I had the fourth, fifth and sixth innings, and I didn’t even realize who I was 
going to catch. So I run out there to catch the fourth and I look out and, sure enough, here 
comes Chris Archer. For me, it was such a special moment, obviously personally, but also to 
share it with somebody you came up with through the minor leagues. When you play together 
like that, you may not talk all the time, you may not see each other for a while — but you’re 
family. 

 

THIS WEEK’S TRIVIA CHALLENGE ANSWERS 

 

I won the 2002 American League Cy Young. 
I was a 3x All-Star. 
In 2002 I led the AL in wins with 23, in 2008 I led the NL in losses with 17. 
I threw left-handed. 
I pitched 8 seasons with my AL team, 7 seasons with my NL team. 
I won 165 games, threw 2576 innings and struck out 1885. 
I went 6-3 with a 2.83 ERA in 9 post-season series. I won more post season games for my AL 
team but I went 1-0 for my NL team in my only World Series in 2012. 
Who am I? 
 
Barry Zito, Oakland A’s, San Francisco Giants. 
 
 
Three pitchers, all in the Divisional Era (since 1969) have made Opening Day starts for five 
different teams. The teams they started for are below. Team he pitched the most games for in 



bold. Two are Hall of Famers, the third was 1997 World Series MVP. All are right-handed. Name 
then. 
 
Twins, Rangers, Pirates, Indians, Angels 
Bert Blyleven 
 
Giants, Indians, Rangers, Padres, Mariners 
Gaylord Perry 
 
Marlins, Giants, Expos, Twins, Nationals  
Liván Hernández  
 

 

Since 1950 7 pitchers have won 26 or more games in a season. (one did it twice) 

1952 28-7 with 3 shutouts, 30 complete games, National League right hander. 

Robin Roberts 

 

1956 27-7 also won NL MVP. Right-hander. 

Don Newcomb 

 

1965 26-8, 8 shutouts, 382 strikeouts, 27 complete games, Cy Young 

AND 

1966 27-9, 27 complete games, Cy Young, NL left-hander. 

Sandy Koufax 

 

1968 31-6, Cy Young and AL MVP, right-hander. 280 complete games, 280 strikeouts, AL right-

hander. 

Denny McLain 

 

1968 26-9, 30 complete games, NL right-hander 

Juan Marichal 

 



1972 27-10, 1.97 era, 30 complete games, Cy Young, NL left-hander 

Steve Carlton 

 

1990 27-6, pitched in the World Series against the Reds, AL right-hander 

Bob Welch 
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